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Theophrastus, youngest of the three, had his disillusionment
before he had a chance to be learned; his attack on the science
of his teachers was that of an outsider.
However, the vision of Universal Reason was not lost.
Paracelsus tried to close the gap between the One and the many.
With Trithemius he agreed on the necessity of achieving unity
between reason and existence, between man and the Universe,
between God and the world. That makes him a humanist. On
the other hand, he agreed with Agrippa that science is uncer-
tain, that the universal law is difficult to establish except through
special revelation, and that the Creation is diversified. That makes
him a critic of humanism. We shall find him torn between the
two throughout his career. Magic, he thought, would reconcile
what was so patently irreconcilable.